
 
 

  MARINE RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
JANUARY 2015 MEETING SUMMARY  

 

Scheduled: 

 
January 8, 2015 

Time: 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.   

Place: N. Forest Annex Building 

 

1. 6:00 Introductions and Public Comment Period 

2. 6:05 MRC Officer Positions Update w/Election 

3. 6:10 November Meeting Summary/ Action   

4. 6:15 New Business & January Agenda 

5. 6:20 2014 Boulevard Park Intertidal Survey 

6. 6:50 MRC Capacity Study Results  

7. 7:25 Staff Update  

8. 7:40 MRC Subcommittee Updates  

9. 7:50 Partner Committee Updates 

10. 7:55 Review Action Items and Adjourn 

 
Attending Members: Rachel Benbrook, Chris Brown, Elizabeth Kilanowski, Bert Rubash, Doug 
Stark, Eleanor Hines, Clare Fogelsong, Alan Chapman, Ken Carrasco, Jim Hansen, Jeff 
Chalfant, Roxanne Murphy, April Markiewicz, Carl Weimer, Laurie Caskey-Schreiber 
Staff: Austin Rose, Beth Bushaw 
Others: Pete Granger, Bob Lemmon, Catherine Harris 
 

1. Introductions and Public Comment Period: Laurie began the meeting with roundtable 
introductions.  
 

2. MRC Officer Elections/Action: A motion was made to elect all nominated Officers.  
Motion was approved.  For 2015 MRC Officers include: Rachel Benbrook (Chair), 
Elizabeth Kilanowski (Vice-Chair), Ken Carrasco (NWSC rep), and Chris Brown (NWSC 
alternate). 

 
3. November Meeting Summary: Meeting summary was approved as final pending typo 

edit within item 2. 
 

4. New Business & January Agenda: An adjustment was made to the agenda to move 
MRC Officer Elections to the beginning of the meeting in order for the newly elected 
Chair to facilitate the meeting.   
 

5. 2014 Boulevard Park Intertidal Survey: Wendy Steffensen, RE Sources for 
Sustainable Communities presented the intertidal survey results from Boulevard Park.  
These surveys will continue to be conducted on a year to year basis using a citizen 
science approach.  Wendy is finalizing the training dates and field dates for 2015.  An 
additional survey could be done at the I&J waterway before a proposed beach cleanup 



 
project.  Wendy will develop a formal proposal and request for support for the MRC’s 
consideration.  The MRC Project Development Subcommittee will discuss the 
significance and feasibility of an additional survey.  MRC staff will review the MRC 
budget to see if funding support could be provided.    
 

6. MRC Capacity Study Results: There was a roundtable discussion regarding the 
direction and priorities of the MRC for 2015. MRC staff asked for input on the draft 2015 
MRC Workplan and the process by which the group would like to take to update the 
Strategic Plan. There was a consensus that we should have “Champions” on each 
project.  The MRC also discussed the appropriate ways to participate in policy 
recommendations.  MRC asked that members review the draft 2015 Workplan, the 
current Whatcom MRC Strategic Plan, and the recently updated Northwest Straits 
Initiative Strategic Plan and be prepared for further discussion at the February meeting. 
 

7. Staff Update: MRC staff provided a brief re-cap of the MRC Conference, held in Port 
Townsend December 5-6.  An update on two upcoming workshops sponsored by the 
Northwest Straits Foundation was provided.  MRC staff also shared a poster that was 
developed for the Birch Bay Chamber of Commerce on behalf of the MRC.    
 

8. MRC Subcommittee Updates:  
 

 Executive – The subcommittee reviewed two applications for the Economic 
Interest position vacant on the MRC and sent a recommendation to the County 
Executive to appoint Pete Granger to the MRC.  Executive appointments 
(Council confirmation of Executive’s appointments) will officially be made at the 
January 13 Council session.  It is anticipated that Pete will begin with the MRC 
on February 1.  

 Speaker Series - The group is working on the planning for the State of the Bay 
Symposium which is scheduled for January 22.  

 Project Development – In November, the subcommittee reviewed four 
proposals and quotes from graphic artists to work on Jerry’s Journey. In 
December, the group chose a finalist and MRC staff are working to draft a scope 
of work to be included in the contract, which will be managed by the Northwest 
Straits Foundation. Doug and Eleanor are taking the lead on organizing another 
clam survey in partnership with the Garden of the Salish Sea 

 NWSC- The annual Northwest Straits Initiative retreat is scheduled for March 12-
13. This year’s focus will be on the NWSC workplan and the implementation of 
the goals within the strategic plan.  Ken also provided an update from the 
Northwest Straits Foundation.  The Foundation is still searching for applicants for 
the Executive Director position. 

 Council - Carl Weimer reported that the County recently purchased a multi-acre 
piece of property along the water in Birch Bay and there will be plans on how to 
develop that.  In addition, funding was provided to purchase the Lummi Island 
quarry site.   

 
9. Partner Committee Updates:  

 BBAT – At the December 8 meeting the group decided to coordinate with the 
MRC in the following ways: A BBAT representative (Renee LaCroix or Mike 
Hogan) will attend MRC meetings twice per year; MRC staff will be sent an 
update on the status of restoration projects before every BBAT meeting (typically 
held every other month); and MRC staff will be sent BBAT meeting agendas 
when habitat projects are to be discussed. 



 
 WWIN – WWIN/EcoNet meeting scheduled for January 20 at the WSU 

Extension.  

 NSEA - No report.  

 Salmon Recovery Team - The group is working on the monitoring and adaptive 
management process and implementing projects. 

 
10. Review Action Items and Adjourn. Meeting adjourned at 7:55pm. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

  MARINE RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
FEBRUARY 2015 MEETING SUMMARY  

 

Scheduled: 

 
February 5, 2015 

Time: 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.   

Place: Garden Level Conference Room-Civic Building 

 

1. 6:00 Introductions and Public Comment Period 

2. 6:05 January Meeting Summary 

3. 6:06 New Business & February Agenda   

4. 6:07 Historic and Current Fish Abundance in Whatcom County 

5. 7:05 Project Development Update 

6. 7:40 Staff Update  

7. 7:50 MRC Business  

8. 7:55 MRC Subcommittee Updates  

9. 8:00 Partner Committee Updates 

10. 8:05 Review Action Items and Adjourn 

 
Attending Members: Chris Brown, Elizabeth Kilanowski, Bert Rubash, Pete Granger, Alan 
Chapman, Doug Stark, April Markiewicz, Eleanor Hines, Jim Hansen, Ken Carrasco, Rachel 
Benbrook (Chair), Roxanne Murphy, Clare Fogelsong 
Staff: Austin Rose (WCPW), Beth Bushaw (WCPW) 
Others: Ryan Sarhan, Ned Currence, Holly Faulstich (NWSC) 
 

1. Introductions and Public Comment Period: Rachel Benbrook began the meeting with 
roundtable introductions. There was no public comment. 
 

2. January Meeting Summary: Rachel proposed an edit within item 5 of the January 
meeting summary. The January meeting minutes were approved pending the suggested 
edit. 
 

3. New Business & February Agenda: No new business. The February agenda was 
approved. 

 
4. Historic and Current Fish Abundance in Whatcom County: Doug Huddle presented 

a synopsis of his work history and experience monitoring local salmonids. There was a 
question and answer period after his talk. 
 

5. Project Development Update:                                                                                                                              
Eleanor presented pictures of a potential intertidal monitoring site at the I&J waterway 
that RE Sources is considering adding to the intertidal monitoring project.  The 
Committee discussed whether or not they wanted to support a survey at the I&J 
Waterway by way of funding and volunteer time.  It was decided that the MRC would not 
support the I&J survey this summer, but approved providing additional funding to support 



 
training for the Boulevard Park survey.  Rachel informed the committee about the 
potential to work with the City of Bellingham and other jurisdictions to conduct a sea 
level rise vulnerability assessment through an upcoming funding opportunity.  Rachel will 
share more details at the March meeting.  Elizabeth updated the committee on a recent 
site visit at the Lummi Gravel Pit with staff from Washington Fish & Wildlife to discuss 
possible grant funding for restoration.  

 
6. Staff Update: Austin informed the committee on a required training for the Open Public 

Meetings Act.  Due to meeting time constraints, Austin will send out staff update 
information to the full committee via e-mail.  
 

7. MRC Business: This item was tabled until the March meeting due to meeting time 
constraints. 

 
8. MRC Subcommittee Updates:  

 Executive Committee- the subcommittee met to discuss how to facilitate further 
conversations about MRC business including the MRC workplan, strategic plan 
update, and policy discussions.  

 Speaker Series – Austin mentioned that this subcommittee now meets quarterly.  Ed 
Weber, WWU Huxley Graduate Coordinator, is volunteering with this committee and 
there will be an effort to align with the Huxley Speaker Series to engage with the 
student population. 

 County Council – no report 

 City Council – Roxanne mentioned that the City Parks Director would be happy to 
present information on the data they have collected at Boulevard Park to the MRC, 
or he could send information via e-mail.  In addition, the City Of Bellingham will soon 
be working on its Critical Areas Ordinance and Comprehensive Plan. Any input from 
the MRC would be welcome.  A City Council update will be added as a consistent 
agenda item in the future. 

 
9. Partner Committee Updates:  

 BBAT - No report 

 WWIN – The general membership meeting was held on January 20.  

 NSEA – Rachel mentioned that NSEA is hosting a Salmon Trivia Night at Aslan 
Brewery on March 5.  NSEA’s Annual Community Celebration will be held at the 
Leopold on March 19. 

 Salmon Recovery Staff Team – Ned mentioned that the group is continuing with 
monitoring and project implementations.  

 
10. Review Action Items and Adjourn. Meeting adjourned at 8:05pm. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

  MARINE RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
MARCH 2015 MEETING SUMMARY 

 

Scheduled for: 

 
March 5, 2015 

Time: 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.   

Place: PW Civic Building, Garden Level Conference Room 

 

1. 
6:00 

Introductions  

2. Public Comment Period 

3. 6:05 February Meeting Summary 

4. 6:10 New Business & March Agenda 

5. 6:15 Effective Meetings (Rachel) 

6. 6:35 MRC Business (Roundtable) 

7. 7:15 MRC Staff Update 

8. 7:25 MRC Subcommittee Updates 

9. 7:50 Partner Committee Updates 

10. 7:55 Review Action Items and Adjourn 

 
In Attendance: Rachel Benbrook (Chair), Burt Rubash, Elizabeth Kilanowski, Laurie Caskey-Schreiber, Alan 
Chapman, Eleanor Hines, Ken Carrasco, Atina Casas, Doug Stark, Jeremy Brown, Clare Fogelsong, Jim Hansen, Rudd 
Browne 
Staff: Austin Rose (WCPW), Beth Bushaw (WCPW) 
Others: George Thomas, Gaythia Weis  
 

1) Introductions: Rachel began the meeting with roundtable introductions. 
 

2) Public Comment Period: George Thomas, longtime resident of Bellingham, shared his concerns with pH 
levels in Bellingham Bay.  George will share his water quality data with MRC staff to pass along to MRC 
members and is available to come back to a MRC meeting to provide a formal presentation.   

 
3) February Meeting Summary: Minutes were approved pending a small edit within item number 8 – 

Weber, not Webber. 
 

4) New Business & March Agenda: An adjustment was made to the agenda in order to accommodate time 
to provide the Northwest Straits Commission update.   

 
5) Effective Meetings: Rachel provided an overview of a training provided by Whatcom County she attended 

with Austin on effective meeting facilitation.  Rachel brought forth some tips and ideas for how the 
committee can be more efficient in meeting discussions.  The MRC agreed to try a new discussion 
structure in effort to establish a more efficient meeting process.   
 

 NWSC Update: Ken provided a quick overview of the Northwest Straits Initiative structure and funding 
avenue for new members.  The Northwest Straits Initiative (NWSI) annual retreat is scheduled for March 
12-13 at the Padilla Bay Estuarine Research Reserve.  MRC reps were asked to be prepared to highlight a 
signature project/activity from their MRC that supports the newly adopted NWSI strategic plan as well as 
a short list of messages from the MRC regarding challenges, goals and upcoming opportunities.  Ken 



 
invited input from MRC members that he can carry forward to the retreat.  Further input through e-mail 
discussion was also encouraged.   

 
6) MRC Business: Rachel initiated a roundtable discussion on three items of MRC business: 1) approval of 

2014-15 MRC Workplan; 2) decision on strategic plan update process; and 3) decision on formal MRC 
process for providing policy recommendations. 
 
2014-15 MRC Workplan – A motion was made to approve the 2014-15 Workplan with an understanding 
that the MRC would like to develop a new template for MRC staff to use in the future that will result in a 
workplan that is more goal/result oriented and not as task oriented.  Motion was approved. 
 
Strategic plan update process – Austin noted that the current MRC strategic plan was established in 2011 
and outlined three primary goals and five related operational strategies for how the committee wanted to 
focus its resources through 2015.  The group discussed the need to ensure the work of the MRC aligns 
with the NWSI 2014-17 Strategic Plan and the Puget Sound Action Agenda.  The Executive Subcommittee 
will continue the conversation and will suggest a process to update the strategic plan in conjunction with 
the development of a workplan that would act as its proxy.  Austin will send out an Executive 
Subcommittee meeting reminder to the full committee so that other members can participate in that 
discussion.   
 
MRC policy recommendation process – Rachel reminded the committee of the capacity survey results in 
which a high percentage of survey participants indicated their interest in the MRC’s role in policy 
recommendations.  A motion was made to re-establish a policy development subcommittee to 
review/discuss opportunities to provide policy recommendations.  The structure and procedure by which 
the subcommittee operates will need to be determined.  Motion was approved.  Austin will send a doodle 
poll to the members who volunteered to participate on the subcommittee in order to set up a meeting. 
 

7) MRC Staff Update: Austin provided information on the opportunity to update the Whatcom MRC website 
through a local web design firm.  It suggested that the committee review the current website and provide 
feedback on changes they would or would not like to see.  Austin will send around links to other MRC 
websites that have recently been updated by the same design firm along with a statement of work and 
quote from the firm.  The MRC’s decision to move forward with an update will be a formal agenda item at 
the April MRC meeting after the committee has reviewed the information.   Additional staff updates will 
be sent via e-mail. 
 

8) MRC Subcommittee Updates 

 Project Development – Due to limited meeting time remaining, Austin will distribute the 
February Project Development Subcommittee meeting summary to the full committee for 
review. 

 Executive – The subcommittee developed the March meeting agenda and discussed concerns 
with MRC representation on the LIO Staff Team.  Austin will send around information from Becky 
Peterson regarding the development of the LIO Staff Team.   

 Speaker Series – Austin mentioned that the video and audio from the State of the Bay 
Symposium is being added to the event website.   

 County Council – No report. 

 City Council - Austin shared an e-mail from Roxanne Murphy regarding the City of Bellingham’s 
Comprehensive Plan Open House scheduled for March 17 from 6-8pm at the Squalicum 
Boathouse.   

 
9) Partner Committee Updates 

 BBAT – No report. 

 WWIN – No report. 

 NSEA – Rachel mentioned that NSEA is hosting a Salmon Trivia Night at Aslan Brewery and 
invited members to join the event after the meeting.  The NSEA Annual Community Celebration 
is scheduled for Thursday, March 19 from 6-8pm at the Leopold.  



 
 Salmon Recovery Team – Alan mentioned that the group is getting ready for the next grant 

round and is working on the monitoring and adaptive management aspect of the salmon 
recovery plan.   
 
Bert shared copies of a written summary from the Cherry Point Aquatic Reserve Implementation 
Committee meeting held on March 3.   
 

10) Review Action Items and Adjourn – Committee members were reminded that information on several 
volunteer opportunities will be shared via e-mail from Austin.  Meeting was adjourned at 8pm. 

 



MARINE RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
APRIL 2015 MEETING SUMMARY 

Scheduled: April 2, 2015

Time: 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.   

Place: PW Civic Building, Garden Level Conference Room 

1. 
6:00 

Introductions 

2. Public Comment Period 

3. 6:05 March Meeting Summary 

4. 6:10 New Business & April Agenda  

5. 6:15 MRC Subcommittee Updates 

6. 6:45 2015-16 Project Prioritization 

7. 7:45 MRC Staff Update 

8. 7:50 Partner Committee Updates 

9. 8:00 Review Action Items and Adjourn 

Attending Members: Pete Granger, Ken Carrasco, Doug Stark, Eleanor Hines, Alan Chapman, 
Roxanne Murphy, Laurie Caskey-Schreiber, Bert Rubash, Clare Fogelsong, Elizabeth 
Kilanowski, Rachel Benbrook, Rud Browne, April Markiewicz  
Staff: Austin Rose, Beth Bushaw 
Others: Jill Clark, Sasha Horst, Gaythia Weis 

1) Introductions and Public Comment Period: Meeting began at 6:00pm.

2) Public Comment Period: There were no public comments.

3) March Meeting Summary: Approved as final.

4) New Business and April Agenda: The agenda was adjusted to allow time for an
update from the newly formed Policy Subcommittee during subcommittee updates.  An
update from the Northwest Straits Commission and the Northwest Straits Foundation
was added under Partner Committee Updates. The Committee was invited to co-
sponsor an event about the San Juan Islands National Monument with the Lummi Island
Heritage Trust on May 7th on Lummi Island. The MRC display and brochures will be at
the event and committee members were encouraged to attend.  The regular MRC
meeting will remain scheduled on May 7th from 6-8pm in the Civic Annex Building.

5) MRC Subcommittee Updates:

 Project Development - Austin mentioned that Sound IQ will need to be a priority
project for the remainder of the grant cycle.  A doodle poll will be sent around to
committee members in effort to develop an ad hoc committee to take over tasks



 
associated with Sound IQ. There is a potential for the MRC to weigh in about a 
restoration opportunity near the Community Boating Center.  More information 
could be available at the May MRC meeting. The Chuckanut Bay Clam Survey is 
scheduled to occur on April 20-21 in partnership with the Garden of the Salish 
Sea Curriculum and Wade King Elementary.  Citizen science trainings for the 
intertidal monitoring at Boulevard Park will begin in April.  The graphic artist 
chosen to work on Jerry’s Journey is finalizing a contract with the Northwest 
Straits Foundation. It is anticipated that the first sign/kiosk for Jerry’s Journey will 
be installed by the end of summer.    

 Executive – The subcommittee developed the April meeting agenda and 
discussed the option of inviting Becky Peterson, LIO Coordinator, to attend the 
May MRC meeting to provide a presentation on the WRIA 1 boards and 
committees along with the new EPA funding scheme.  

 Speaker Series – The recent State of the Bay Symposium was a successful 
event. Sue Blake is going through the evaluations and will develop a summary 
that can be shared with the committee. There is a lot of interest in hosting a 
similar event next year.                  

 NWSC -  No report 

 County Council - No report 

 City Council - No report  

 Policy/Advisory - The subcommittee reviewed a previously developed mission 
statement and agreed that it was still applicable to the group. The subcommittee 
will be meeting again in late April to further refine their goals and anticipated 
outcomes.   

 
6) 2015-2016 Project Prioritization:  

 The committee discussed projects for potential inclusion in the 2015-16 
Northwest Straits Commission request for proposal.  A list of proposed projects 
and ongoing projects was developed and MRC champions were assigned.  The 
list will be further refined by the project development subcommittee and the full 
committee will have another discussion to finalize the list of projects at the May 
meeting.   

 
7) MRC Staff Update:  

 MRC website update – The committee approved working with a local web 
design firm to update the MRC website. MRC staff will begin work on the update 
and the Northwest Straits Commission agreed to cover any costs that could not 
be covered through the current grant.   

 Volunteer Center of Whatcom County - This agenda item was tabled.  Staff will 
follow up with an e-mail to the committee. 

 
8) Partner Committee Updates: 

 BBAT - No report 

 WWIN - The committee is focusing on specific topics for a speaker series. Fecal 
Coliform is one of the topics that is being considered. 

 NSEA – Earth Day Event is April 18th at the BP site on Terrell Creek. It will be 
celebrated with a Barbeque. Rachel will send an email with all the information.   

 Salmon Recovery Team - The committee is working on the current grant round. 
A video was developed by the San Juan Island Trust providing information about 
the link between salmon and land.  There has been a good herring spawn for the 
last 2-3 years at Pt. Roberts which is producing some interesting information.  

 NWSC - April 23rd is the second and final Oil Spill Preparedness and Response 
workshop which will be hosted in partnership with the Northwest Straits 



 
Foundation. Committee members are attending the City Council session and 
County Council session to get information about this workshop out to local 
elected officials.  
 

9) Review Action Items and Adjourn. Meeting adjourned at 8:00pm.  
 
 



MARINE RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
MAY 2015 MEETING SUMMARY

Scheduled: May 7, 2015

Time: 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.   

Place: PW Civic Building, Garden Level Conference Room 

1. 
6:00 

Introductions 

2. Public Comment Period 

3. 6:10 April Meeting Summary 

4. 6:15 New Business & May Agenda 

5. 6:15 Local Integrating Organization and WRIA1 Policy Boards (Becky Peterson) 

6. 7:00 2015-16 Project Prioritization 

7. 7:30 MRC Staff Update 

8. 7:35 MRC Subcommittee Updates 

9. 7:45 Partner Committee Updates 

10. 7:50 Review Action Items and Adjourn 

In Attendance: Rachel Benbrook (Chair), Laurie Caskey-Schreiber, Alan Chapman, Eleanor Hines, Ken Carrasco, 
Doug Stark, April Markiewicz, Jim Hansen, Rudd Browne, Chris Brown 
Staff: Austin Rose (WCPW), Beth Bushaw (WCPW) 
Others: Becky Peterson, Steve Walker (Director of Community Boating Center)  

1) Introductions: Rachel began the meeting with roundtable introductions.

2) Public Comment Period:  Steve Walker of the Community Boating Center came to call attention to the
Port Restoration Project that will improve the shoreline between the boat launch and the Bellingham
Cruise Terminal over the next 2 years. This stretch of shoreline includes the mouth of Padden Creek and
might provide some opportunities for MRC projects. Steve will keep the MRC informed about how the
restoration is progressing.

3) April Meeting Summary: Minutes were approved as final.

4) New Business & May Agenda: There were no changes or additions to the agenda.

5) Local Integrating Organization and WRIA1 Policy Boards by Becky Peterson: Becky provided an
informative overview of the structure and responsibilities of the LIO, WRIA1 boards and teams. Becky also
provided new information on the 2016 Puget Sound Action Agenda and the 2016 EPA Model for NEP
funding.

6) 2015-16 Project Prioritization:

 The project development subcommittee will work to outline the final details for projects for
submission in the 2015-16 RFP to the Northwest Straits Commission.

7) MRC Staff Update:

 Austin provided an update on the MRC website.  She would like everyone to take another look
at their bio’s to make sure they are written in the 1

st
 person.  Austin also suggested a group



 
photo for the website. The MRC meetings from July-Dec are scheduled to be at the WSU 
Extension due to construction on the current meeting location. 

 
8) MRC Subcommittee Updates 

 Project Development – The subcommittee is in the process of looking for someone to be the 
interim chair. 

 Executive – No report.   

 Speaker Series – The MRC and WINN will continue to combine their resources to provide the 
speaker series. The committee is working on a July speaker event at this time. 

 NWSC – Ken reported that the MRC Conference for this year has been scheduled for November 
6-7 in Bellingham. 

 NWSF – Ken reported that the 2
nd

 oil spill presentation went well. It was noted that the 
attendance was less but the outcome was good. 

 Policy/Advisory – This subcommittee will be called the Advisory Subcommittee. Jim Hansen will 
be the chair for this group. If there is an issue of policy requested by MRC or by a government 
entity, this group will respond with a reply. 

 County Council – No report. 

 City Council – No report 
 

9) Partner Committee Updates 

 BBAT – Austin will forward an email with the update that was given. 

 WWIN – General Meeting is May 19
th

. There will be some training on Power Points. 

 NSEA – July 11
th

 is the Salmon at the Bay event. The Earth Day event went very well with 
approximately 185 people attending.  

 Salmon Recovery Team – Alan reported that projects were being put together for both forks of 
the Nooksack in mid-August.  

 
10) Review Action Items and Adjourn - Meeting was adjourned at 7:55pm. 

 



 
 

  MARINE RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
MEETING SUMMARY 

 

Scheduled: 

 
June 4, 2015 

Time: 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.   

Place: PW Civic Building, Garden Level Conference Room 

 

1. 
6:00 

Introductions  

2. Public Comment Period 

3. 6:05 May Meeting Summary 

4. 6:10 New Business & June Agenda 

5. 6:15 Water Quality for Padden Estuary (City of Bellingham) 

6. 6:45 MRC Staff Update 

7. 6:50 MRC Subcommittee Updates  

8. 7:10 Partner Committee Updates 

9. 7:30 Review Action Items and Adjourn 

 
In Attendance: Rachel Benbrook (Chair), Laurie Caskey-Schreiber, Alan Chapman, Eleanor Hines, Doug Stark, Jim 
Hansen, Chris Brown, Bert Rubash, Elizabeth Kilanowski 
Staff: Austin Rose (WCPW), Beth Bushaw (WCPW) 
Others: Bill Riley (COB Stormwater Manager), Larry Scholten (COB Project Manager), Sara-Brooke Benjamin, Evelyn 
Brown, Laura Hanna 
 

1) Introductions: Rachel began the meeting with roundtable introductions. 
 

2) Public Comment Period:  There was no public comment. 
 

3) May Meeting Summary: Minutes were approved as final. 
 

4) New Business & June Agenda: There was time allowed at the end of the agenda for Elizabeth to give the 
MRC an update on the Lummi Island Event that occurred May 7

th
. 

 
5) Water Quality for Padden Estuary(City of Bellingham): Larry Scholten and Bill Riley from the City of 

Bellingham presented information and status of the Water Quality for Padden Estuary project that is due 
to start next week in the Fairhaven area. 

 
6) MRC Staff Update:  

 Austin reminded everyone that the MRC meetings from July-December will take place at the 
WSU extension.  There will be no August meeting. 

 The MRC Conference is scheduled for Nov. 6-7 in Bellingham. The MRC discussed what kind of 
event the MRC could host. Ideas included a boat ride tour or a van tour visiting various local MRC 
project sites. 

 Austin gave an update on the Water Quality Volunteer Training Class that occurred on June 3. 
Approximately 42 people attended and 10 people volunteered to conduct water quality 
monitoring at Chuckanut Bay.  

 Information was provided for 3 upcoming outreach events: the Birch Bay Beach Day event at 
Birch Bay State Park on Saturday June 6

th 
from 12-4pm; the What’s the Point event at the Point 



 
Whitehorn Marine Reserve on June 6

th
 from12-4pm; and the Blaine Water Fest on June 7

th
 from 

11-3pm.  Detailed information is posted on the MRC website.  
 

7) MRC Subcommittee Updates 

 Project Development and Executive – The Project Development and Executive subcommittees 
held a joint meeting to prepare & finalize the MRC proposal for the 2015/16 grant round. The 
proposal was submitted on May 28.   

 Speaker Series – No report 

 NWSC – Austin reported for Ken.  Austin went to the NWSC meeting and presented on the 
Chuckanut Bay PIC Project. 

 NWSF – Austin reported for Ken that interviews for Executive Director of the NWSF have been 
completed. There has been no announcement on a finalist.   

 Policy/Advisory – Jim reported that the committee did not meet in person this past month. Jim 
will email a link to the draft update to the Whatcom County Comprehensive Plan which includes 
some comments submitted by the MRC.  Jim will also send out updates from the Bellingham 
Planning Commission.  

 County Council – No report 

 City Council – No report 
 

8) Partner Committee Updates 

 BBAT –June 23
rd

 is the general membership meeting at 3pm. Austin will email more information 
when it is finalized. 

 WWIN – No Report 

 NSEA – July 11
th

 is the Salmon at the Bay fundraiser. Boundary Bay is offering a BBQ Salmon 
Dinner between 5-8:30 pm for $20. July 15 is the Taylor Shellfish Festival. 

 Salmon Recovery Team – Alan reported that projects have been proposed but the updated LIO 
strategic plan is required to govern what projects will go forward. The budget is also on hold. 

 Announcement - Elizabeth said there was a good turnout at the Lummi Island event on May 7
th

.  
It included a boat tour. The MRC display was present and a MRC overview was given. 
 

9) Review Action Items and Adjourn - Meeting was adjourned at 7:30pm. 
 



 
 

  MARINE RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
SUMMARY 

 

Scheduled: 

 
July 2, 2015 

Time: 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.   

Place: WSU Extension-Forest Street 

 

1. 
6:00 

Introductions  

2. Public Comment Period 

3. 6:05 June Meeting Summary 

4. 6:10 New Business & July Agenda 

5. 6:15 2015/16 Project Timeline Discussion (All) 

6. 6:45 Sea Level Rise Vulnerability Assessment (Rachel) 

7. 6:55 MRC Staff Update 

8. 7:15 MRC Subcommittee Updates  

9. 7:50 Partner Committee Updates 

10. 7:55 Review Action Items and Adjourn 

 
In Attendance: Rachel Benbrook (Chair), Eleanor Hines, Doug Stark, Jim Hansen, Bert Rubash, Elizabeth Kilanowski 
Staff: Austin Rose (WCPW), Beth Bushaw (WCPW) 
 

1) Introductions: Rachel began the meeting with roundtable introductions. 
 

2) Public Comment Period:  There was no public comment. 
 

3) June Meeting Summary: There was not a quorum so June meeting minutes will need to be approved at 
the September meeting. 

 
4) New Business & July Agenda: Elizabeth wanted to present ideas for the MRC Conference based on the 

Puget Sound Partnership Science Event she attended.  Time was made on the agenda for this update to 
occur during the speaker series update.  

 
5) 2015/16 Project Discussion (All): Austin shared a draft of the 2015/16 project timeline to discuss what is 

coming up based on the new RFP, the different projects, milestones, additional information and the 
timelines for participation so the committee can see what the needs are.  
 

6) Sea Level Rise vulnerability Assessment (Rachel): Rachel gave the committee an update on a potential 
MRC-led sea level rise (SLR) vulnerability assessment for Whatcom County.  The Northwest Straits 
Foundation was initiating a discussion with WA Sea Grant and some other potential partners for the 
NOAA grant that is open right now for coastal resilience projects.  A phone conference was held last week 
and the participants determined this grant opportunity is not the right fit for a Whatcom project, mostly 
due to internal deadlines at Sea Grant and other issues out of the MRC’s control.   Joan Drinkwin, 
Northwest Straits Foundation Interim Executive Director, pulled together a good group for the discussion 
and now Ian Miller with Sea Grant and other partners are aware of the MRC’s interest in a local SLR 
project.  Rachel will keep the committee posted if the discussion comes up again.  The MRC has already 
done the legwork to get the City and the County on board and will pursue the right funding opportunity 
when available.  



 
 

 
7) MRC Staff Update:  

 The MRC Conference is Nov. 6-7 in Bellingham. The MRC discussed what kind of event the MRC 
could host. Ideas included a boat ride tour or a van tour visiting various local MRC project sites. 

 Austin gave an update on the Water Quality Status in Chuckanut Bay with a handout provided. 

 Sound IQ is underway. There is an excel spreadsheet being developed of all Whatcom MRC 
reports which will be associated with segments of the Whatcom County shoreline. 

 The Salish Sea Conference will be held April 13-15 in Vancouver, BC. Ken will be speaking about 
alternatives to small vessels. 

 There will be a Marine Algae talk on July 30
th

 at 7pm at the Birch Bay Bible Community Church. 
 

8) MRC Subcommittee Updates 

 Project Development – The project development subcommittee reviewed the timeline & 
milestones of upcoming MRC projects that were presented earlier in the meeting.  

 Executive – The committee met and developed the meeting agenda and discussed potential 
speaker topics for MRC meetings.   

 Speaker Series – The committee is planning six public speaker series events with three being held 
at MRC meetings.  Elizabeth shared some ideas for the MRC Conference or upcoming speaker 
events.  

 NWSC –No report. 

 NWSF – There has been no formal announcement made of the new Executive Director’s position 
yet. 

 Policy/Advisory – Jim reported that the committee has not met recently.  Jim has been following 
up by reviewing Chapter 2 in the Whatcom County Comprehensive Plan.   

 County Council – No report 

 City Council – No report 
 

9) Partner Committee Updates 

 BBAT – No report 

 WWIN – The general membership meeting was held with approximately 30 people attending.  
Aneka from Whatcom Conservation District spoke made a presentation on how to convey and 
engage information to the public. 

 NSEA – July 11
th

 is the Salmon at the Bay fundraiser. Boundary Bay is offering a BBQ Salmon 
Dinner between 5-8:30 pm for $20.  July 15 is the Taylor Shellfish-tival. 

 Salmon Recovery Team – No report 
 

10) Review Action Items and Adjourn - Meeting was adjourned at 8:00 pm. 
 



 
 

  MARINE RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
 SUMMARY 

 

Scheduled: 

 
September 3, 2015 

Time: 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.   

Place: Civic Building Garden Level Conference Room 

 

1. 
6:05 

Introductions  

2. Public Comment Period 

3. 6:10 July Meeting Summary 

4. 6:15 New Business & September Agenda 

5. 6:20 Whatcom LIO and Ecosystem Recovery Planning 

6. 7:05 MRC Staff Update 

7. 7:30 MRC Subcommittee Updates 

8. 7:45 Partner Committee Updates 

9. 8:00 Review Action Items and Adjourn 

 
In Attendance: Rachel Benbrook (Chair), Bert Rubash, Elizabeth Kilanowski, Laurie Caskey-Schreiber, Chris Brown, 
Pete Granger, Doug Stark, Alan Chapman 
Staff: Austin Rose (WCPW), Beth Bushaw (WCPW) 
Others: Evelyn Brown, Laura Hanna, Lisa Kaufman, Mark Konifoff 
 

1) Introductions: Rachel began the meeting with roundtable introductions. 
 

2) Public Comment Period:  Pete shared that there are no more openings for sockeye and pink salmon. The 
expected sockeye run was estimated at 6.9 million and the true number is more like 1.6 million. The pink 
salmon run was estimated at 14 million and has been downgraded to 6 million. 

 
3) July Meeting Summary: The meeting minutes for the June and July 2015 meetings were approved. 

 
4) New Business & September Agenda:  There were no additions to the agenda. 

 
5) Whatcom LIO and Ecosystem Recovery Planning: Austin presented a PowerPoint that Becky Peterson 

(Whatcom LIO Coordinator) put together and provided about the Puget Sound Action Agenda and the 
local update to the Action Agenda. Austin will email the PowerPoint along with the drop box link to 
additional resources and vital signs web page. . Austin will send out a doodle poll to schedule an 
expanded MRC Project Development Subcommittee meeting to discuss projects the MRC would like to 
see included as near-term actions.   

6) MRC Staff Update:  

 MRC staff announced upcoming maternity leave. 

 MRC staff encouraged the MRC to start thinking about larger local projects they would like to 
pursue. 

The MRC Conference is November 6-7 in Bellingham. The Skagit MRC will showcase some of their 
projects on the Friday morning of the conference. Potential highlighted projects include the 
restoration at Bowman Bay and Deception Pass. The annual fundraising auction will occur on Friday 
evening. . The MRC discussed the option of putting a  MRC basket together. 



 
 MRC staff had some handouts for the Chuckanut Water Quality update as of September 1

st
, and 

included a map of the current trends. The MRC is continuing to work with the Health Department 
on OSS evaluations. 

 There will be an outreach event on November 14
th

 in partnership with NSEA. The event will take 
place at North Chuckanut Bay and the MRC will have a booth there.  

 Whatcom Water Weeks will occur September 12-26. The kick-off event is the Shuckin’ on the 
Farm event on September 12 from 10am-5pm at BelleWood Acres. The MRC Booth will be there 
and will be manned by MRC staff and volunteers. September 19 there will be the beach cleanup 
event at Locust Beach   in partnership with the Surfrider Foundation and RE Sources.  Doug 
Stark is hosting an event at Marine Park on September 26 titled “Meet Your Underwater 
Neighbors”. 

 The second Shoreline Landowner Workshop will be held on Lummi Island on Wednesday, 
October 14, at the Lummi Island Heritage Center. 

7) MRC Subcommittee Updates 

 Project Development – The meeting was cancelled. Rachel and Eleanor are experimenting with 
the Kelp survey protocols and conducted a pilot survey on the west side of Lummiearly this 
summer. 

 Executive – There was no meeting.   

 Speaker Series –Elizabeth reported that the October meeting will have Ned Currence speaking 
about the low flows in the Nooksack this year and what a dry summer means for salmon returns. 
In November the MRC will host Bert Webber who will discuss the new Salish Sea Institute 
established at Western Washington University. The subcommittee is working on next year’s 
schedule for speakers. 

 NWSC –Austin reported for Ken that the most important thing from the NWSC this past month is 
a comment from the PSP on the importance of the LIO system and potential funding for the MRC.  

 NWSF – The new director for the Northwest Straits Foundation is Caroline Gibson. 

 Policy/Advisory – No report   

 County Council – No report 

 City Council – No report 
 

8) Partner Committee Updates 

 BBAT – Austin emailed everyone an update from Lucy McInerney. 

 WWIN –The group is working on Water Weeks. 

 NSEA – The group is involved with the Run with the Chums event on Saturday, September 19 at 
10am during Water Weeks. They are also having a couple more interpretive walks up at Glacier 
on Saturdays after 1pm. 

 Salmon Recovery Team – Alan reported that the LIO Strategic Planning Projects SRFN/PSAR 
Habitat Project List has been submitted and they are expecting a decision in December.  
 

9) Review Action Items and Adjourn - Meeting was adjourned at 8:00 pm. 
 



 
 

  MARINE RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
DRAFT SUMMARY 

 

Scheduled: 

 
October, 2015 

Time: 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.   

Place: Civic Building Garden Level Conference Room 

 

1. 
6:00 

Introductions  

2. Public Comment Period 

3. 6:03 September Meeting Summary 

4. 6:05 New Business & October Agenda 

5. 6:10 “2015 drought effects on Nooksack salmon. A few observations and likely impacts into the 
near future.” Ned Currence, Habitat Biologist, Nooksack Natural Resources 

6. 6:40 Project Development Update 

7. 7:40 MRC Subcommittee Updates 

8. 8:05 Partner Committee Updates 

9. 8:10 Review Action Items and Adjourn 

 
In Attendance: Rachel Benbrook (Chair), Bert Rubash, Elizabeth Kilanowski, Doug Stark, Alan Chapman, Clare 
Fogelsong, Atina Casas, Ken Carrasco, Jim Hansen, Eleanor Hines, Roxanne Murphy (COB) 
Staff: Austin Rose (WCPW), Beth Bushaw (WCPW) 
Others: Ned Currence (Nooksack Natural Resources), Bob Seaman, Zander Albertson (Huxley College), Kim Clarkin, 
Rob Vanderveen 
 

1) Introductions: Rachel began the meeting with roundtable introductions. 
 

2) Public Comment Period:  There were no comments. 
 

3) September Meeting Summary: The meeting minutes for the September 2015 meeting were approved 
with minor edit suggested by Alan Chapman. 

 
4) New Business & October Agenda:  There were no additions to the agenda. Doug Stark informed the 

group about the Locust Beach Park Neighborhood Meeting occurring on Oct. 7, 2015. Doug will email the 
details out to all. Elizabeth announced that the Cherry Point Stewardship Group will be having the 3

rd
 

Annual Public Forum at Bellingham Technical College, Building G, Room 102A & B on Oct. 24, 2015 from 
9:30am-2:30pm. 

 
5) 2015 drought effects on Nooksack salmon: Ned Currence, Habitat Biologist, Nooksack Natural Resources 

presented a few observations and likely impacts on local salmon runs into the near future. 
 

6) Project Development Update   

 Elizabeth announced the Lummi Island Trust acquired ownership of the Lummi quarry property.  
Elizabeth shared descriptions on the amount and type of land in the area and the tentative plans 
that are being formulated for site restoration. 

 The project development subcommittee discussed potential projects to include as near-term 
actions in the local Action Agenda update. The following projects were suggested for the 2-yr 
recovery plan: 1) Chuckanut PIC Program; 2) Education and outreach support for the reduction of 



 
shoreline armoring in partnership with the Northwest Straits Foundation; and 3) Pre and post 
monitoring around the Lummi Island Quarry restoration site.  The following projects were 
suggested for the 5-yr recovery plan: 1) Coordinated volunteer data base & training; 2) 
monitoring an early response for invasive aquatic species; 3) forage fish monitoring; and 4) 
Olympic Oyster Restoration 

 
A motion was made for Elizabeth & Austin to pursue the development of Lummi Quarry near 
term action in partnership with Northwest Straits Foundation staff.  Motion was approved. 
 

7) MRC Subcommittee Updates 

 Executive – There was discussion of moving the date of the next MRC meeting due to the MRC 
Conference.  It was decided the MRC will hold a meeting at their regularly scheduled time on 
November 5, 2015. The subcommittee also discussed the MRC 2015-16 work plan and vision and 
the possibility of a MRC retreat.   

 Speaker Series –In November the MRC will host Bert Webber who will discuss the new Salish Sea 
Institute established at Western Washington University. The subcommittee is working on next 
year’s schedule for speakers. Ken will let the subcommittee know of an archeologist that could 
be an interesting speaker for the group.  

 NWSC –Ken reported on the concept of talking to our elected officials more. Ken shared 
invitations for the annual MRC conference scheduled for November 5-6. The Salish Sea Eco-
system conference will be coming up in April in Vancouver, BC, Canada 

 NWSF – Ken has resigned from the NWSF board and is considering resigning as the NWSC rep 
next year.  

 Policy/Advisory –Jim and Eleanor mentioned that the EIS expansion by train at Anacortes Shell is 
out for review and public comment is due by Nov 5

th
.  The subcommittee would like more 

direction from the MRC group on how to be proactive on an ordinance about the net pins or 
other ad hoc issues.  Jim mentioned that the County Comprehensive Plan Environmental Chapter 
is currently being reviewed and discussed.  There is a hearing by the Planning Commission on Oct 
8

th 
at 6:30pm on chapters 2 and 8 of the Comprehensive Plan.  

 County Council – No report 

 City Council – No report 
 

8) Partner Committee Updates 

 BBAT – No report 

 WWIN –Austin will email the details about the WWIN General Membership meeting occurring 
later this month.  

 NSEA – Ken invited everyone to the open house on Saturday, October 3
rd

 for the new NSEA 
location.  At 2:00pm Oysters & Wine will be served 

 Salmon Recovery Team – No report  
 

9) Review Action Items and Adjourn - Meeting was adjourned at 8:10 pm. 
 



 
 
  MARINE RESOURCES COMMITTEE 

DRAFT SUMMARY 
 
Scheduled: 

 
November 5, 2015 

Time: 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.   
Place: Civic Building Garden Level Conference Room 
 

1. 
6:00 

Introductions  
2. Public Comment Period 
3. 6:20 October Meeting Summary 
4. 6:20 New Business & November Agenda 
5. 6:25 MRC Executive Subcommittee: MRC retreat, Adjustments to by-laws 
6. 7:05 MRC Subcommittee Updates 
7. 7:35 Partner Committee Updates 
8. 7:55 Review Action Items and Adjourn 

 
In Attendance: Rachel Benbrook (Chair), Bert Rubash, Elizabeth Kilanowski, Doug Stark, Alan Chapman, Laurie 
Caskey-Schreiber, Jeremy Brown, Chris Brown, Ken Carrasco, April Markiewicz, Eleanor Hines, Pete Granger, Rud 
Browne 
Staff: Austin Rose (WCPW), Beth Bushaw (WCPW) 
Others: Morgan Bender-deMoll (Whatcom Land Trust), Lisa Kaufman (Northwest Straits Foundation), Bob Seaman, 
Doug Wright, Patrice Wright 
 

1) Introductions: Rachel began the meeting with roundtable introductions. 
 

2) Public Comment Period:  Doug & Patrice Wright provided a presentation on a pocket beach restoration 
project at Clark’s Point.  This project has previously been discussed with the Northwest Straits Foundation 
and the Whatcom Land Trust.   

 
3) October Meeting Summary: The meeting minutes for the October 2015 meeting were approved as final. 

 
4) New Business & November Agenda:  There were no additions to the agenda.   

 
5) MRC Executive Subcommittee: There was a discussion of an MRC retreat and if any adjustments need to 

be made to the MRC by-laws or the strategic plan. It was decided that the committee will review and 
research the strategic plan to be ready to discuss section by section at the next meeting.  Austin will send 
out an email with the information for discussion as well as a copy of the new 2015-16 MRC grant from the 
Department of Ecology which will be going to Council on November 24th for approval. 

 
6) MRC Subcommittee Updates 

• Project Development – Elizabeth informed the group that the Lummi Quarry Property has been 
named the Aiston Preserve after the early settlers. The Lummi Island Heritage Trust could 
organize a separate tour for MRC members, preferably on a Tuesday or Wednesday. The MRC is 
interested in a tour for the near future. Elizabeth, Bert and Austin attended the first meeting of 
the Restoration Advisory Committee with Northwest Straits Foundation staff, and 
representatives from Whatcom County, Department of Natural Resources, and the Lummi Island 
Heritage Trust. The discussion centered on finding a way to move forward on the removal of 



 
shoreline armoring and restoration activities.  Funds from the Rose Foundation are dedicated for 
a feasibility study. The draft of qualifications is being developed.  The Northwest Straits 
Foundation will be taking the lead on the shoreline restoration aspect of the project.  The 
Department of Natural Resources and Whatcom County will be taking the lead on other projects.  
The MRC role will be pre and post monitoring of the site as well as the education and outreach.   
April reported that the mussel cages were successfully deployed at Clarks Point, Birch Bay and 
Drayton Harbor on October 27. 

• Speaker Series –The subcommittee will have its next meeting on December 10.  
• NWSC –No report 
• NWSF – Ken announced that he is no longer on the Foundation board and is considering no 

longer being a representative on the Commission due to time constraints.  Ken is still on the 
Commission at this time.  Anyone on the Commission will be able to give updates from the 
Foundation.  

• Policy/Advisory –No report  
• County Council – No report 
• City Council – No report 

 
7) Partner Committee Updates 

• BBAT – Austin emailed the update she received from Lucy McInerney. 
• WWIN –Elizabeth reported that the meeting focused on an overview of the NTA submittal 

process.   
• NSEA – Rachel announced upcoming salmon viewing tours taking place at Padden Creek on 

November 7th, North Chuckanut Bay on November 14th, and Arroyo Park on November 21st. 
• Salmon Recovery Team – All projects have been cleared and the team is getting ready for the 

next cycle.  
 

8) Review Action Items and Adjourn - Meeting was adjourned at 7:50 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

  MARINE RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
 SUMMARY 

 

Scheduled: 

 
December 3, 2015 

Time: 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.   

Place: Civic Building Garden Level Conference Room 

 

1. 
6:00 

Introductions  

2. Public Comment Period 

3. 6:05 November Meeting Summary 

4. 6:10 New Business & December Agenda 

5. 6:15 MRC Strategic Plan 

6. 6:45 MRC Staff Update 

7. 6:55 MRC Officer Positions 

8. 7:05 MRC Subcommittee Updates 

9. 7:35 Partner Committee Updates 

10. 7:45 Review Action Items and Adjourn 

 
In Attendance: Rachel Benbrook (Chair), Bert Rubash, Elizabeth Kilanowski, Doug Stark, Chris Brown, Ken Carrasco, 
Eleanor Hines, Jim Hansen, Rud Browne,  
Staff: Austin Rose (WCPW), Beth Bushaw (WCPW) 
Others: Kerry Latham, Erin Morse, Laura Hanna, Bob Seaman,  
 

1) Introductions: Rachel began the meeting with roundtable introductions.  
 

2) Public Comment Period:  Bob Seaman informed the group that the 2015 Chum Run was a great success.   
 

3) November Meeting Summary: The meeting minutes for the November 2015 meeting were approved as 
final at the end of the meeting once a quorum was present. 

 
4) New Business & December Agenda:  Jim Hansen requested extra time for a discussion for the Advisory 

Committee. Nominations were tabled until the January meeting as there was no quorum for the majority 
of the meeting. Rud Browne announced that the December MRC meeting is the last that he will be 
attending. Whatcom County Council will choose a different representative to attend MRC meetings in 
January.  

 
5) MRC Strategic Plan: The committee highlighted sections of the strategic plan that need attention. The 

group discussed three options for the MRC Strategic Plan: 1) go forward with the current plan; 2) 
update/modify/refine the current plan; or 3) start over with a new plan. Doug Stark and Rachel Benbrook 
volunteered to go through the current plan to recognize what has been done, and will submit a report to 
the committee by the end of the first quarter.  
 
 

6) MRC Staff Update 
 



 
 Austin will be taking ten weeks off for maternity leave.  She is planning to come in part-time in 

mid-April and starting back full-time May 1
st

. Holly Faulstich will be acting as the staff person 
while Austin is away.  

 Austin and Holly will take care of deliverables that will be due during Austin’s leave.   

 Austin and Eleanor submitted the NTA of the expanded Chuckanut PIC program to the LIO for 
review. 

 The 2015-16 MRC grant was approved.  

 Austin emailed the revised by-law language change for the MRC process of providing letters of 
support to all.  With a quorum present, a motion was made to approve the revised by-laws.  This 
motion was approved. 

 Skagit County supports a program known as the Salish Sea Stewards which requires less hours 
and less qualifications than the Beach Watcher group. The Northwest Straits Commission is 
looking to expand this program to a regional area that would include Whatcom & Skagit, and 
include as a near-term-action. Doug Stark volunteered to be the champion for this if one is 
needed. 

7) MRC Officer Positions 

 The nominations were tabled until the January meeting. The open MRC officer positions are 
listed on the Whatcom County website under Executive Boards and Commissions.  

8) MRC Subcommittee Updates 

 Executive – The subcommittee met and made the changes to the by-laws that were previously 
discussed. . There were  some recommendations concerning about how the MRC should present 
discussion items before the meetings, such as including an agenda brief before the meetings to 
help everyone be more informed. There was also a discussion about formalizing the partner 
committee updates that we get into monthly report. Partner committees could include Puget 
Sound Partnership, PSEMP, Whatcom Clean Water Program, the larger groups with more 
regional focus. 

 Project Development –Doug reported that the subcommittee is working at refining the 
descriptions of projects that they want to pursue including the North Chuckanut Bay PIC 
Program, Kelp Plankton, Monitoring, Mussel Watch, Sound IQ, Public Speaker Series, General 
Community Outreach, Citizens Science Volunteers. The group also discussed utilizing Dropbox as 
a central information area that everyone can access to get  MRC information for reference. 

 Speaker Series –The subcommittee will have its next meeting on December 10.  

 NWSC –No report 

 NWSF – Ken announced that a meeting is scheduled for December 4.   

 Policy/Advisory –Jim Hansen reported on several areas of concern including: 1) the County 
Comprehensive Plan, chapter 11; 2) Critical Areas issues within the tech advisory committee and 
citizen advisory boards; 3) Water Resource advisory committee; 4) Regulations to keep fecal out 
of water; and 5) the Anacortes EIS comment period is over. 

 County Council – No report 

 City Council – No report 
 

9) Partner Committee Updates 

 BBAT – No report 

 WWIN –No report  

 NSEA – The North Chuckanut Salmon tour had a good turnout. A total of 40-50 people attended.  

 Salmon Recovery Team – Alan emailed that the committee is working on their four year plan and 
developing a summary of where they are in the recovery plan in relation to what they said they 
would do, and what they have done with identification of barriers or challenges. 
 

10) Review Action Items and Adjourn - Meeting was adjourned at 7:45 pm. 
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